MISSOULA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES-COVER SHEET

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 - 2 PM
Hybrid Meeting — Missoula County Courthouse Annex Sophie Moiese
Room/Microsoft Teams

Click here to view the meeting recording.

Time stamps (in green) correspond to meeting recording above. Please click to
the time stamps listed to view a particular item in the meeting.

ATTENDANCE:

Commissioners Present:
Acting Commission Chair Dave Strohmaier
Commissioner Juanita Vero

Staff Present:
Violet Plummer, Administrative Assistant, Commissioners’ Office
John Hart, Civil Deputy Attorney, Attorney’s Office

Chet Crowser, Missoula County Lands and Communities Chief Officer
Laurie Hire, Project Manager, Projects
Laura Collins, Planner, Planning, Development, and Sustainability

1. CALL TO ORDER [Time stamp — 0:02]
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE [Time stamp — 0:10]

3. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT [Time stamp — 0:028
Missoula County acknowledges that this event takes place in the aboriginal territories of the
Salish and Kalispel people.

4. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS [Time stamp — 0:40]
a. Closed Captioning
b. Proclamation: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

5. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA [Time stamp — 1:44]

6. CURRENT CLAIMS LIST [Time stamp — 1:59]
Claims received as of December 28, 2022 to January 3, 2023 by the Commissioners’ Office
total $818,118.06.

7. HEARINGS
a. Resolution of Intent- Clinton Community School [Time stamp — 0:00]
Chet Crowser, Missoula County Lands and Communities



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm-4Ri7aIBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm-4Ri7aIBg

Chief Officer

8. OTHER BUSINESS [Time stamp — 23:29]
[None]

9. ADJOURN
Chair Slotnick — Called the meeting to adjourn at 2:24 p.m.
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0:02
Good afternoon, everyone.

0:04
I'd like to call to order today's public meeting of Thursday, January 12th.

0:10
Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

0:14
Pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

0:28
Today's meeting and Missoula County acknowledges that this event takes place in the Aboriginal
territories of the Salish and Kalispell people.

0:40
So, Violet, did you have an announcement you'd like to make?

0:43
Yeah, really quickly.

0:44
I'm just going to give, I'm just going to throw up some instructions on the screen for people attending
virtually for how to turn on closed captioning for today's meeting should be up on your screen now.

0:58
And if you're joining us here in the Sofi Waste room, we have no public here, but there will be closed
captioning on all of the screens in the room as well.

1:07
We ask that all speakers today Please remember to speak slowly and clearly during the meeting, which
will help with the accuracy of the closed captioning.

1:16
There will be multiple chances during the meeting for public comment if you're attending virtually during
those times.

1:22

We ask that you use the Raise Hand feature if you're using Microsoft Teams and you can hit Star 5 on
your keypad if you're calling in on the phone in order to raise your hand and let us know that you'd like to
speak.

1:36
If you have any questions or concerns, please come and find me during the meeting.




1:40
Thanks.

1:42
Hey, thanks, Violet.

1:44
Is there any public comment on items not on the agenda from staff in the Sophie Maui's room or anyone
online or on the phone?

1:56
OK, seen none.

1:59
Our current claims list consists of the following Our claims received as of December 28th through 2022
through January 3rd, 2023.

2:07
My birthday was that day by the Commissioner's Office.

2:10
Total $818,118.06.

2:16
We have a proclamation today that | jumped over in my eagerness to get to the public hearings and
Commissioner Rivera, would you be so kind as to read this proclamation?

2:28
Sure, I'd be happy to.

2:32
Whereas activists and civil rights leader, Doctor Martin Luther King Junior, whose birth we celebrate on
the third Monday of January, was a third person in U.S.

2:41
history to be recognized by a federal holiday.

2:44

And whereas through his courage and powerful message of hope and non violence, he devoted his life to
addressing injustice, racism and fear with peaceful protest, unity and understanding moving millions of
Americans to enact profound social changes.

2:59

And whereas he endured imprisonment and adversity in the form of verbal and physical attacks, threats,
arrest and ultimately was assassinated in an attempt to diminish his great dream of freedom and equality
for all people.




3:11

And whereas our nation remembers Doctor King's commitment to the principles of this nation, which he
championed through his unyielding faith and justice and unwavering belief in freedom and equality for
all.

3:21

And whereas Missoula County and the City of Missoula strive to be welcoming and inclusive communities
where we continue to deepen our understanding and practice of providing equal, equal dignity, respect
and opportunity for all who live and visit here.

3:35

And whereas Doctor King's legacy and writings teach us that we are ultimately measured not by where we
stand in moments of comfort and convenience, but by what we take on during times of challenge and
controversy.

3:49

Now, therefore, in honor of Doctor Martin Luther King Junior, we, the Missoula Board of County
Commissioners and Jordan Hess Mayor, do hereby recognize January 16th, 2023 as Martin Luther King
Junior Day and invite all citizens to consider this quote of Doctor King's life.

4:08
Most persistent and urgent question is what are you doing for others, thank you Commissioner Rivero,
and that is a joint resolution of the Board of County Commissioners and the City of Missoula.

4:24
So moving on, we have one public hearing today.

4:29
This is on a resolution of intent to call an election.

4:32
On the question of establishing a community council for the Clinton area, Is Chet Krauser on the line or
who is presenting this to us today?

4:43
| thought it was going to be Chet, but | don't see him either.

4:47
If we maybe just want to give him a or is the O539.

4:51
| don't know who that is.

4:56
Stay with us everyone.




4:58
We are tracking down the staff person to present this.

5:11
| thought this was Chet, but | misread it.

5:14
It's Chloe, a friend of mine actually, which | didn't realize.

5:34
Yeah, John Hart pinch hit.

5:42
Oh, oh, you're on your way.

5:43
OK.

5:46
Physically.

5:48
OK.

5:48
OK, hang with us.

5:50
Our presenter is on his way.

6:03
All right.

6:03
We are back in session.

6:05
Chet Krauser, would you be so kind as to introduce the resolution of intent?

6:16
Absolutely.

6:17
Apologies for running a little behind.

6:21
So for the record, I'm Chet Krauser.




6:22
I'm the Chief Lands and Communities Officer for Missoula County and here today to present a resolution
of intent to the Commission to call an election for establishing a community council in the Clinton area.

6:37
So to give you a little bit of background, my hustling is going to make me have to catch my breath here in
2021.

6:47
In the fall, we were approached initially from some residents in Clinton about creating a community
council.

6:55
And so that began sort of the effort to work on what they would need to do to in fact move that forward.

7:02
They had a petition that was submitted to Missoula County in 2022.

7:07
They were able to get about 80 signatures on that petition for members of the community.

7:11
And that then started the process of our community lands and community staff meeting with them to talk
about next steps.

7:19
With that time we had about 15 to 20 folks and that was in April of 2022.

7:25
To just run through kind of what is a community council, what are some of the things that you're going to
want to consider?

7:30
And then again, what's the formal process to have one established this past summer?

7:36
We worked with the commissioners as well as our attorney Attorney's office elections to just talk through
those mechanics and get some timelines laid out.

7:46
And then we've now identified that timeline and all of those process steps that the community council
would need to to take or the members of the community would need to take to.

7:56
In fact, | have a committee council created so to run through the the purpose of this resolution of intent
today and then | can run through some more next steps or ask questions that you might have.




8:10

The idea here is that the Commission could adopt this resolution of intent to create the Council that
would then start the process for folks in the Clinton community area, specifically those within Missoula
County that are part of the Clinton School District, to submit a letter of intent to serve on the potential
community Council if one was created, as well as a commitment to follow through with then filing for
election in future can iterations of filling those vacancies on the board or on the Commission Council?

8:48
Sorry.

8:50

So if we receive at least eight interested applicants during a period of time that would start following the
adoption of this resolution, resolution of intent through the end of this month, so January 30th, then the
Commission could proceed to adopt A resolution to then put that on the ballot.

9:11

That, that being a decision on whether or not to create a community council that would then go to the
members of the Clinton community at that school district, those members who would be those, those

community members who would be part of this community council district, to vote on that in the May
2nd special district election.

9:32
So that's the point in time in which the community would decide.

9:35
From there, there would be a process to appoint members, both those who had submitted interest
applications during this first part of the process as well as others who might be interested later on.

9:46
Should that be something that is approved, approved by the voters.

9:51
I might stop there and if you've got questions, I'm happy to answer them.

9:56
There's some more details or things that | can can fill in.

10:00

So far we have reached out to folks in the community and that either had reached out to us initially, those
that we've had conversations with in the interim as well as a couple of contact lists for recent projects that
we've had in Clinton, including the parks trails and open lands efforts in Clinton Community Center folks
etcetera.

10:18
So we are still waiting to see what, what sort of responses we get.




10:23
We've not had any direct responses to our office, but it is on Missoula County Voice and we have had
folks looking at that website.

10:30
We at least see kind of some visitor activity there.

10:33
So that's just a quick update on what we've received as far as initial feedback from the community.

10:38
Great, Thanks, Chet.

10:40
Any questions?

10:40
No.

10:41
OK, this is a public hearing which | will open.

10:44
Is there anyone in the room or online who would like to comment on this resolution of intent?

10:54
And we do see one phone out there at number ending 0539.

10:59
I'm not sure if that's someone with Missoula County or a member of the public wanting to comment on
this.

11:.04
If you're wanting to comment, please unmute yourself and begin talking.

11:13
OK.

11:14
Hi, I'm Michael Loftus.

11:18
If you guys can hear me, sorry to have a good deal.

11:21
Go ahead, Michael.




11:21
| was looped in through Missoula County parks, trails, open lands.

11:27
We're in the beginnings of the process of the of a skate park out here and there hasn't been much of a
chance for people out here respond.

11:37
That was two days ago and that's the first.

11:39
Most of us out here have heard of it.

11:40
So | don't want the lack of any applicants so far to say that that's a negative against whether or not this
community wants that.

11:51

I've been a firefighter here for about four years, and there's definitely been last couple years some talk
about doing something to help make sure our voices are heard here at the board and elsewhere in the
county.

12:05
So thanks, Michael.

12:08
We really appreciate that perspective.

12:10
Yeah.

12:10
Thank you.

12:11
Yep.

12:13
Any other public comment on this resolution of intent?

12:20
OK, we will close the public hearing.

12:23
| do have a question for you, Chet.




12:24
So you mentioned that January 30th is the deadline to submit letters of intent from area residents.

12:35
Who would be interested should that be included in the resolution?

12:40
I'm not seeing it in here.

12:43
| am wondering if it actually ought to be included in instead of in the first now, therefore be it resolved
statement.

12:53
There's May 2nd 2023.

12:55
If if would it make more sense if if that was replaced with January 30th or just seems like somewhere in
here we got to mention that there is a deadline or maybe John Hart if you have any.

13:10
Yeah, | it doesn't.

13:12
It doesn't bother me at all to do that.

13:14
Dave, | might defer to John.

13:15
If there's a particular perspective he has that would influence that.

13:23

So what I'm suggesting would be a audit to read something like now therefore be a resolve that if the
Board of County Commissioners received no fewer than 8 letters of intent from Clinton area residents by
January 30th, 2023, and the rest of the verbiage remains the same lawyer, how do you guys that seems
maybe tight turn around, but have you been having these conversations for a while so that would not be
difficult for the community to get those letters.

13:50
Are people primed and ready to go or it seems a little tight if if no one's heard about it and now are
expected to find eight people to write these letters by the 30th?

14:01
Or is that being triggered by some deadline to gets get this on the ballot.




14:06
That's the that's the biggest driving factor is just the timeline to make sure that we would be able to get
this on the next ballot.

14:13
If if this was to go, we don't have to necessarily do it at this very first election.

14:18
It would just put it out likely a year before we got back to a time frame to do that.

14:22
We've had a number of conversations again going back to, oh gosh, you know 2021-2022 when we were
first being contacted by members of the community.

14:32
So | think that concept has been out there.

14:35
Like the comment we heard earlier, | think this latest process might be a little bit newer.

14:40
We just haven't been able to get direct connection to some of those initial contacts we had.

14:44
But the tight turn around is geared toward should that be something that we see support for or that
would be the earliest opportunity we could get it on the ballot for the Clinton community.

14:54
Does that?

14:54
No.

14:55

| guess what's what's the deadline for getting it, Getting it on the ballot, Is it like February one or
something And that because | think the point is do do we stretch it out an additional 2 weeks or we
cannot.

15:09
But we if we if we agree to this today to put it on the ballot, it goes on the ballot on May 2nd and then in,
in the next four or five months, then people can send in a letter.

15:20
Well, although we're not do | not.




15:22
| think the question is, do we want to put something on the ballot where there's no no one interested in
stepping up to serve on the the council.

15:31
But then if no one's interested, then want it.

15:34
Well then then people, it'll be on the ballot and folks will create a community which there's no one
interested in actually applying to be on the council.

15:44
And if | made this, so this resolution of intent is a first step to kind of ask that question about how much
interest there might be.

15:51
So should there be 8 applications or or letters of intent that are received by the county, then at February
2nd, there would be a resolution that the Commission could adopt that then would put it on the ballot.

16:04
So it would essentially just be, it would just be paused.

16:09
The concept wouldn't go away.

16:10
It's certainly it's something we continue to talk about.

16:12
It's just that in all likelihood, it'd be up to the decision of the Commission if we didn't see that support.

16:17
There'd be a question then that | think you're posing, Dave, as to whether we should move forward in
putting it on the ballot in February.

16:22
Yeah.

16:23
Thank you.

16:23
[, | missed that.

16:25
| probably thought today was the day.




16:27
So that, that's, that's great.

16:28
OK.

16:29
| feel better about that then.

16:31
OK.

16:31
So back to you, John.

16:34
As far as this first where AS clause, ought we to put in here the the date by which we received the 8
letters?

16:42
Yeah, | have no problem putting, referencing or stating January 30th or 31st in the in that first be it
resolved.

16:52
You know, why wouldn't it just be on the February date or does that matter?

16:58
| don't think it matters what date we use.

17:02

We just gotta make sure that that there's enough time to then assuming there's interest from eight
people we need to know that there's 8 there's eight folks that are interested by February 2nd or what
whatever the right because then we need to schedule the public meeting for the resolution to create the
council or a resolution to put this statement on the ballot and let the Clinton community decide whether
or not they want to create the council.

17:36
So it's it's you know we're we're backing up from the May 2nd date and trying to give ourselves plenty of
time not scrambling at the last second.

17:47

So | guess to to take another run at this when when do we need to, presuming we adopt the resolution of
a intent today, what is the next action that we would take here the the next one would would be that time
elapse where we could get those letters of intent get interest from the public in in Clinton.




18:13

And then if there were enough of those submissions, we would bring this back to you on the 2nd
February 2nd that would be with with presumably should there be support a resolution you could adopt
you could choose to adopt that would then put that decision about creation of the council on the ballot
for the Clinton school district.

18:34
So then yes, we do need to kind of have this spelled out in our resolution today.

18:38
It would make sense to me.

18:41
So January 30th or 31st, we had the 30th, Lori 30th is a Monday, Thursday, the 2nd would be our public
meeting here.

18:54
| think that's fine.

18:55
And and John, | guess | would defer to you, but | assume that should we receive a letter right up until the
time of bringing that to the Commission on the 2nd, we would probably honor that interest.

19:04
| think we'd absolutely honor the interest.

19:07
What I'm thinking though is just with the with the the agenda requirements, the noticing requirements
that we have for this meeting.

19:16
| know it's hard for you know the things to then get uploaded into civic clerk, get approved and Violet to
you know, have enough time to put the packet together, get it published.

19:28
So that's was probably the thinking behind the January 30th date rather than bringing it, you know, till the
Tuesday before the Thursday meeting.

19:39
But Chet, to answer your question, yeah, | mean it like | | guess we, | guess we we need 8 letters of intent
by January 30th.

19:50
But if we got more after that time period or or somebody came to the public meeting on February the
second, we'd be thrilled to have even more interest.




20:01
And so Dave, | guess we're happy to put that additional we can add a whereas statement or add those
dates if you feel like that's helpful as part of the resolution.

20:08
Well, I | think right now it the way I'm reading it the May 2nd, 2023 date there doesn't make a lot of sense.

20:19

So | think what we would just strike that in the first whereas so that it would read, therefore be it resolved
the Board of County Commissioners, if their Board of County Commissioners received no fewer than 8
letters of intent from Clinton area residents by January 30th, 2023, the electors in the County School
District shall be given the opportunity to vote with that.

20:42
Am | missing something there?

20:43
No, that makes sense.

20:45
| mean, you could put the opportunity to vote on May 2nd.

20:49
If that is, you could put the date and then we could It's already up in one of the whereas clauses.

20:56
OK, thank you then.

20:58
Yeah, | agree.

20:59
We don't need to do that Dave.

21:05
Can | have you just say that one more so.

21:07
So just strike on May 2nd, 2023 and replace it with by January 30th, 2023 in the first whereas clause or at
first therefore be it resolved clause.

21:22
Sorry.

21:23
OK that sounds good.




21:24
I've got that.

21:24
And then you still are comfortable leaving the third whereas clause that does reference May 2nd.

21:30
And we have to take out that, after residence because otherwise it'll sound yes strike strike the comma
after residence one.

21:41
Can you help me with which statement you're at there.

21:44
OK, the first where at she's the first.

21:46

Therefore be it resolved, it will read Now therefore be it resolved that if the Board of County
Commissioners received no fewer than 8 letters of intent from Clinton area residents strike the comma
add and strike on May 2nd, 2023, and in its place add by January 30th, 2023, and everything else remains
the same.

22:12
Perfect.

22:14
OK.

22:15
This is we would have been done like 10 minutes earlier had | not brought up this little date thing.

22:20
So Juanita, would you like to make a motion would like to yeah.

22:24
Move to approve that the resolution of intent for the Clinton County Clinton Community Council be
approved as amended.

22:33
| will second that as amended.

22:35
Thank you.

22:35
Yeah.




22:35
Any further discussion or comment from folks in the room or online.

22:43
OK.

22:43
Seeing none.

22:44
All in favor.

22:45
Aye.

22:46
Thank you.

22:46
Thank you.

22:48
Thanks everyone.

22:51
Folks in Clinton, Michael spread the word that we're looking for eight interested folks.

22:57
Yep, we've already started doing that.

22:58
Like | said, the first | heard about was a couple days ago and there hasn't been a heck of a lot of time for
us to do much anything.

23:05
The PTA is involved and the spouse significant other of the PTSA lead, Mandy Seer, the district super, has
also put notice out to the parents.

23:16
As of yesterday, | think it was.

23:18
So hopefully we'll get some traction out here for you guys and be able to show enough interest to
actually make this quick turn around happen and get it done this year rather than next.

23:29
Excellent.




23:29
Thanks for participating.

23:31
Any other business to come before the Commission today, seeing none we'll be adjourned.

23:36
Great day everyone.
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